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I thank Eastern Illinois University, the Graduate School, and the Department of Counseling and 
Student Development for this recognition and honor. As I think about who should be recognized, 
it is all of you who represent these areas who should be recognized, for it is because of the 
University, Graduate School, and the Department that I was able to find refuge when I realized 
that I was not ready to leave EIU after completing my bachelors degree to begin my career 
teaching high school English. This became very clear to me when I fainted during my student 
teaching here at the local high school while being observed by my faculty and the student teacher 
supervisor.  

It is because of student activities here at Eastern that I learned that I had skills and that I was a 
responsible person. I don’t know to this day how it happened that I was in charge of the Friday 
and Saturday night film series where I selected the films, ordered them and they came to me in 
the mail on a reel; I had to make sure there were posters and fliers up about what the film would 
be; I had to insure that staff was there to show the film and collect the money. I also had the 
responsibility of selecting campus-wide entertainment acts. Student Activities staff gave me a 
book of agents and entertainers and a budget and left it up to me.  

It is because of the Dean of Women here at Eastern that I learned that there was a profession 
called Student Affairs and that students rise to the expectations we have of them. I don’t know 
what it was, but she also gave me responsibilities way beyond my experience and what I thought 
were my capabilities. She put me in charge of off-campus housing for women in regard to their 
violation of “hours.” That is, they were reported by their house mother to the Dean’s office 
because they had stayed out past 10:00 p.m. I sent them warning letters, and talked with some of 
them on the phone, and they thought I was an administrator. I was a student aide. 

It is because of the education I received in the Department of Counseling and Student 
Development that I was able to qualify for my first job as a counselor in a high school and my 
second job as a counselor in a community college. 

It is because of the skills I acquired here that I was able to parlay my counseling experience into 
my first job as an administrator. 

It is because of the good start EIU gave me that I enjoyed a career of more than 40 years in 
higher education. 

It is because of my time at Eastern that I was considered and hired as the executive director of 
NASPA, the largest and leading professional association for student affairs in higher education. 



It is because of the good will and support that I have continued to receive from Dan Nadler, vice 
president for student affairs here at Eastern, and Charlie Eberly, former chair of the department 
of Counseling and Student Development, that I have been able to retire from my position as 
executive director of NASPA after seventeen years with such a feeling of accomplishment and 
gratefulness.  

And, it is because of this university that my husband, Charles, who came up from Southern 
Illinois, and I, who came down from Chicago, met one another as students and have created a life 
together for the past 45 years.  

These are just some of the many reasons that I thank Eastern Illinois University, the Graduate 
School, and the Department of Counseling and Student Development.  


